CANDLELIGHT QUILT GUILD

POSITIONS, POLICIES AND PROGRAM INFORMATION

THE BASICS

GUILD HISTORY – Candlelight Quilters was found in Liverpool, New York in 1984.  It moved to Baldwinsville in 1990.

GUILD PURPOSE – The Guild’s purpose is to encourage the appreciation of traditional and contemporary quilts as an art form and to exchange ideas and techniques of quilting through quilt workshops and guest lecture programs.

MEETING LOCATION & TIME – Guild meetings are held on the second Tuesday of September to June starting at 7:00 PM in the cafeteria at Van Buren Elementary School on Ford St. in Baldwinsville.  During the summer months, Friendship meetings are substituted in order to prevent “Quilting Withdrawal”. 

DUES – The annual dues of $20.00 are due before the October business meeting.  As an incentive to pay dues on time, all members paid by October 1st will be eligible to win a scholarship to Quilting-by-the-Lake or other quilting event up to a value of $60.00.  The drawing takes place at the October meeting.

GUESTS – Guests are always welcome.  A guest fee of $1.00 is requested for a maximum of two meetings prior to joining.

WHAT DO THEY DO?

The Guild is run by the Board of Directors, which shall be comprised of the Officers and Committee Chairs.  The Officers of the Guild shall be a President and/or Co-Presidents, Treasurer and Past President.  All Officers and committee chairs are 2 year positions.  Their duties are as follows:

PRESIDENT – The President shall preside over all meetings of the Guild and will be the official representative of the Guild.  They are an ex-officio member of all committees.  In the event of Co-Presidents, the duties shall be divided as determined by the individuals.  Typically, each will take the lead for one year.  The Co-President is responsible for taking minutes.  The positions of President and Co-President will consist of one out-going and one incoming President/Co-President.

Past President – The Past President is an honorary member of the Board in order to pass on their knowledge and act as an advisor to the Board.

Treasurer – The Treasurer is the custodian of all Guild monies and funds, and shall deposit them in such banks or financial institutions as directed by the Board.  She is responsible for collecting all dues, monies and fees, and shall disburse them at the direction of the Board.  

There shall be standing and special committees as the President and the Board deem necessary to carry out the objectives and purposes of the Guild.  The standing committees shall be as follows:

Community Service is responsible for organizing the Community Service work.  As a non-profit type organization, we are obligated to do some Community service each year.

Consortium (QCNYS) Delegates consist of two (2) members who will represent the Guild at the Consortium meetings.  Delegates must be available to attend these meetings.  They will be fully reimbursed for mileage, meals and other related expenses.  They will make a report at all of the meetings.

Historian is responsible for photographing Guild events and Adding the information to the scrap book.

Hospitality Chair organizes snacks for the Guild meetings.  They will call as a reminder that you signed up to bring something to the meeting.  They are responsible for buying the paper products and having them available at each meeting.

National Quilt Day is the 3rd Saturday of March.  Started by the National Quilting Association; several years ago, all guilds are encouraged to do something to share and promote quilting in our area.  The Chair organizes our celebration.

Newsletter Editor is responsible for the publication of a guild newsletter to be distributed at each meeting.  If you are not in attendance at the meeting, your newsletter will be mailed.  All information submitted for the newsletter must be given to the Editor by the 1st of the month.  This person is also responsible for the sign up sheet for Friendship Meeting Nights.

Program Chair is responsible for the selection of all Guild programs, speakers, and projects with the approval of the Board.

Quilt Show Chair is responsible for planning, coordinating and delegating all aspects of the Quilt Show.

Sew & Share is responsible for running the show and share at the meetings.  They are also responsible for organizing and maintaining records for the New Year’s Resolution.

Ways & Means assist in planning Guild programs by running Guild auctions, name tag drawings and fabric raffles.

PROGRAMS & POLICIES AT CANDLELIGHT

BAG LADY – Each participant prepares a bag or box with a pattern or selection of patterns, fabric and instructions.  Each month the box is passed to a member of the group.  That member is then responsible for completing a block, following the instructions provided in the box.  This continues until all members of the group have made a block for each box.  The box is then returned to its’ owner.

BLOCK RAFFLES – The Ways & Means Chairperson selects the fabric and makes kits with fabric and an instruction sheet.  The kits are purchased by guild members.  For each completed block returned, their name is entered in the drawing.  If enough participate, the blocks are divided into groups so that several participants will win a set.

BOOK ORDERS – Quilting books, calendars, etc. are available to members at considerable discounts thorough AQS (American Quilter’s Society).  We must order more than 6 books to get the discount.  Payment is due when the order is placed.  A .55 cent shipping and handling charge shall be added to the cost of each book.  See Linda Storrings for the book list.

CANCELLATION POLICY – In event of inclement weather, cancellations follow the Baldwinsville School District.

CANVAS BAG ORDERS – Super sturdy tote bags may be ordered at very reasonable prices.  The largest bag will easily tote a sewing machine.  An order is sent in when 12 bags are ordered.  See Linda Storrings to order.

CHRISTMAS PARTY – In December, the Guild holds their annual Christmas Party.  Everyone brings a dish to share, their place setting, items for the silent auction, their completed Christmas raffle blocks and 1 yard total of 100% cotton fabric, wrapped, for a gift exchange.  Beverages are provided by the Guild.  Start time is 6:30 PM.

FRIENDSHIP MEETINGS – An informal gathering of Guild members meet at members’ homes on the 4th Tuesday of the Month.

JUNE DINNER – In June, the Guild celebrates the end of another business year with a dinner.  Everyone brings a salad, appetizer or dessert to share, items for the silent auction, and their completed raffle blocks.  Paper products and beverages are provided by the Guild.  Start time is 6:30 PM.

NAME TAG DRAWING – During the business meetings, a number will be selected.  If the person who corresponds with this number on the sign-in sheet has their Candlelight name tag on, they win a door prize.  If not, another number is selected until someone wins.  If you do not have a name tag, please see the Treasurer. 

NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTIONS – Each year members are asked to make quilt-related resolutions to be completed by the June Dinner.  Resolutions could be as difficult as making a quilt, or as easy as binding a quilt.  Anyone who completes their resolutions will be awarded a prize.  You must show that you did complete the resolution by showing it at Show & Share sometime before or at the Dinner.

PROGRESSIVE or ROUND ROBIN QUILT or ROW ROBIN – Each participant will make a block.  At pre-determined intervals, the blocks are passed so that each participant adds something to the block.  Rules and requirements are set by the organizer(s) at the start of the round.

QUILT BOUTIQUE – This is conducted during the Quilt Show.  Members who have made quilt related items and wish to sell them can enter them into the Boutique and the Guild receives 25% profit.

QUILTER’S CONSORTIUM OF NEW YORK STATE (QCNYS) – The Guild is a member guild of this statewide organization of guilds.  QCNYS meets four times per year to network information.  In even years they host a quilting event for all members of member guilds with workshops, merchant’s mall and lectures.  See one of the delegates for more information.

QUILT GUILD PINS – Pins are available from the Treasurer at a cost of $4.00 for members and non-members pay $5.00.

QUILT SHOW – In the fall of odd numbered years a Quilt Show is held.  It is a 2 day weekend event, with set-up the Friday before.  We have vendors, a boutique of quilt related items made by members, a quilt raffle, a silent auction, a tea room and lots of quilts to view.

RAFFLE QUILT – A quilt, made by members, is raffled off at the show.  Members are asked to sell tickets prior to the show.  Proceeds go to fund speakers and other special programs for Guild members and to fun Guild community service projects.

SEW & SHARE – The Guild has Sew & Share at every meeting.  Everyone is invited to show off their completed projects and make announcements.  (Also, see New Year’s Resolutions)

SILENT AUCTION – Members donate quilt related or craft items (fabric ornaments, etc.) for the silent auction.  Like a typical auction, the person to bid the highest wins.  To bid, each member uses their sign-in number.  Beside each auction item there will be a slip of paper on which to write the number and the bid amount.  Bids are to be made in 25 cent increments.  The bidding ends at a time determined by the Committee.  Payment is expected that night.

WORKSHOP POLICY – The Guild offers guest lectures/workshops.  Each member must be registered in advance for any of these functions.  Workshops will be open first to members, then to non-members for a fee, if space is available.

